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Earv. EE. the effect now of evil speaking , 
S Lying and flandering. \€ the.Church- 
Catechifm had been but well learnt 
and attended to, nothing ,of this 

had. happend. 

Felt..; Who would have thought. but two or 
three, Cringes and a few Guinies would have done 
the feat?, But thefe Toriesare of fuch a perfecuting 
Spirit, that they’! take away that Chrittian Liber- 
ty our true Proteftants have always. enjoy’d of a- 
buling and sailing at their Betters. 

Eaxn,,’ Fis a ftrange thing that men that obferve 
times and feafons fhould not.regard Places too. 
Let every Cock crow upon his own Dunghill, and 
all would have been well. Twelve Leather. card 
Difcipics might have been found in the Vicinage, 
to whom it would not have been a Reproach of 
above twenty fhillings to have been call’d Broken- 
Rafealsi 

Fe. Hel take your advice next time, I war- 
rant.. Eight hundred pound will buy abundance 
of WiteThough I met Pother day with a doughty 
Queftion, viz. How. can ic be made out that the 
Party abufed did adiually fuftain fo much da- 
mage? 

Earn. Vie tell you. This is but a popular cheat. 
You know ’tis provided by a Statute, rhat fach 
A@tions be brought within a limited time} and 
who can tell but fo foul. Defamations may, have 
a great cficét two years hence, when, remedy at 

Law cannot be had? and therefore itis tobe con- 
fidercd by the Jury what mifchicf. may accrue 
hercatter, upon the belief of them. *Tis faid, the 
Indians do fometimes give Poifons that kill as cer- 
tainly and irremediably at two or three years end, 
as Rats-bane docs immediately; fo that a man is 
there murther’d, before he dies. And. this Poifon 
of A(ps under the lips of ill men is of the fame 
nature. 
Feft.. True; And I have heard of a Wench 


J . . 
who being, half gone with Child , and being 
charg’d with the fadnefs of her condition, cry’d 


*lis well enough yet; And. the man that fhould 


have been fummon’d to give fecurity tothe Parith 
for the keeping of the Brat, might according 
thefe men have (aid, Gentlemen Parilbioners, I caufe 
you no Charge: becaule te Battard did not then 
want a Nuri. 

Earn: Betides this;-Itenhanfes the Slander, if 








it falls upon amanto whom it cawnot do any pre- 

tdamage. ., That Perfon has leaft reafon t© be 
term’d Bankrupt, who docs not fear the ill confe- 
quences of malicious Reports. This: Argument 
would juftifie. the vileft Calumniator, provided he 
had fo much Wir as to place his Scandals and Re- 
proaches upon thofe Reputations that are untaint- 
ed; becaufe they fuffer not fo much from a véno- 
mous Tongue, asthe Good Nantes of men that 
are more difputable. And truly *twas well this 
matter fell into the hands. of competent Judges, 
men’ of credit and honour, who would not, pro- 
ftitute the Good Name of an honcf Citizen to the 
Pride of an infolent man. 

Jet. Thar’s beft. But I expect they’ becall’d, 
for their Juftice, Friends of Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, as youand I were tother day, becaufle we 
would not bclieve it impoilible, there thould be at 
this time a Whiggifh Plot. I remember you aid, 
we had hardly been without one ever fince Calzi- 
njfm obtain’d in the World. 

Earn. And that I can very eafily prove; but 
*tis_neceffary in order to it that you take notice of 
their firft methods of infinuating with the People, 
which however long, are not, I think, tedioufly fee 
down by B. Bancroft , in the year 1593. thus: 
‘‘Men have been carried headlong with it [ the 
“ Genevian Dilcipline | before they knew well what 
“they did : and all under godly pretences. It is 
“a plaufible matter with the People,» to héar them 
“ depraved, that are in Authority : but efpecia'- 
“ly.to underftand of any Liberty or Power which 

“may appertain to themfelves. Befides when . 
“men have been bitten with abules, it is an ac- 
“ ccptable point, to hear the things themfelvcs 
“ which were abufed, exclaimed againit. For it 
* falle:h not under cvery fimple mans Cap: to di- 
‘*ftinguith wellin'that matter. Furthermore alfo 
“it is not unknown, to any of judgment, what 
“the proteflion of any extraordinary Zeal, and as 
“it were, contempt of the World: doth work 
“with the multitude, When they fee men go 
“ {imply in the ftreets : looking downward for the 
‘*moit part: wringing their Necks awry: fha- 
“ king their Heads, as though they were in. fome 
“prefent grief: litting up the white of their Eys 
“femetimes, atthe fight of fome vanity, as they 
“walk: whenthey hear them give great groans: 
“cry out againftthis fin, and that fin, ( not in 
“ them 














“ cherm their Hearers, but in their Superiours ) 

“ make Jong Prayers, profefs a kind of wilful po- 

“verty, {peaking moft earneftly again fome mens 
“having too much, and fome too little ( which 

- “beateth into the peoples heads a prefent cogita- 
“tion of fome divifion to be made in time. ) 
“When I fay the multitude doth fee, and hear 
“fuch kind of men: they are by and by carried 
“away with @ marvelous grcat conceit and opini- 
“on of them. 

Fe. This, as you fay, fits exactly our pure 
Saints; but what is it to the Government ? 

Ezrn. That comes next. Having raifed a 

troublefom Faction, big with defigns of Refor- 
mation, and finding the Church hardly fetled af- 
ter it had emerg’d out of the Romith mire jn 
whitly Qu. Mary had again plang’d it, they t 
the Government to be at that time perhaps 
wealieft, in that part; and therefore throughout 
all the Reign of Qu. Elizabeth attack’d that, and 
plae’d all their mighty Batteries againft it. Parti- 
culafly in the yeat 1672. juft againft the fitting 
of the Parliament, oat corhes theAdmonition, be- 
inga draught of Church-Government after their 
own hearts; and forthwith the prefent Gevernment 
of the Church with all the Orders, Laws and Cere- 
monies thereof were to be cut off at one blow, and this 
nero Book or Platform muft be eftablihed. “But the 
“ Parliament was fo little pleafed with the Title 
“and fo much difpleafed with the matter of the 
“ Admonition, that the Authors and Preferrers of it 
“were imprifoned by them. But this could not 
“zeftrain them, for towards the end of that Par- 
“liament they fet forth a fecond Admonition, where- 
“in they not only juftified all they had faid in 
“the former, but challenge the Parliament for 
“ not giving it 4 more gracious welcom; telling 
“theinin plain terms, That the State did not fhew 
it felf apright, alledg the Parliament what it will. 
That all boneft men foould find lack of equity, and 
all good Confciences condemn that Court: That it 
fronld be eafter fir Sodom and Gomorrha in the day 
day of Fudgment than for fuch a Parliament: That 
there is no other thing to be looked for, than fome 
Speedy vengeance to light upon the whole Land, let the 
Politickh Machiavils of England provide as well as 
they can, thongh God do bis worft: And finally, 
ahat if they of that Affembly would not follow the 
advice of the firft Admonition, they would infallibly 
be their own Carvers in it, the Church being bound 
to keep Gods Order, and. nothing to be called Gods 
Order but their prefent Platform. 

eft. Then] find the Whigs have not from the 
beginning had fo profound a Veneration for Par- 
liaments, as they now pretend. 

Earn. No, no; but we need not look fo far 
back to find inftances of their reproaching of fuch 
Honourable Affemblies. We fee every day how 
they abufe the memory of the laft long one, which 

perhaps did as much for the good of England as 
any that ever fate. 
Jot. But pray make an end of your Queen EI- 
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Sabeth Story. I find *twill prove a little too long. 
Earn. 1 don’t ufe to be tedious; but bear a 
little with me, becaufe I wou'd thew the Primitive 
Picts teuly as F cam. . Having, publifh’d, 4d- 
mit. fol. g. That me bave neither a right Miniftry 
of God nor a right Government of bis Church, and 
afterward that the prefcript Form of Service nfed in 
the Church of England maintains an unlawful Mi- 
nitty, and Tecond. Admonit. fol. 5. That ive are 
fo haingias to the outward face of a Church rightly 
reform’d, that although fome truth be taught by fome 
_ Preachers, yet uo Preacher may without. great danger of 
the Laws wter all truth comprifedin the Bookof God, 
it is focircumferib’d and wrapt within the compafs of 
fuch Statutes, ra &c. that in — it doth 
bus peep onr from behind the Séreen. Having If. 
dente tie Efe! to be truly Preach’d ig Regland, 
’ewas high time for thefe wife Reformers to fet to 
the work of the Lord. 

Feft. And whocould blame ’em ? 

Earn. In order to it, at a Confult it was refolv’d 
upon the Queftion, That for as much as divers Books 
had been written, and {undry Petitions exhibited to ber 
Majefty, the Parliament, and their Lordfhips, to little 
burpofe, every man fhould therefore labour by all means 
poffible to bring the Reformation into the Chureh, 

Fet. This was the Archetype fure of our late 
Affociation, where becaufe, as they fay, al} their con- 
tinual endeavours to deliver His Majefty from the Coun- 
cils of the D. bad been(forfooth ) ineffedinal, they 
{wear to do it by force of Arms, if need fo require. 

Earn. But the Queen perceiving their feditious 
fpirit, greedy of change and intent upon the de- 
firuGtion of the Eftablithment, iffued out Her Pro-- 
clamation; That the feverity of the Laws fhould be 

in Execntion againjt them. The terrorof which 
with the feafonable Execution of one of their Af- 
fociates, whofe ftory Vle tell you, reftrain’d them 
fromm any further Practices at prefent. 

Feft. Well, and fo I fuppofe, chere’s an end of 
the firft Whiggifh Plot in England. 

Earn, Yes; wanting only the ftory I’m to tell 
you. Sir Chriftopher Hatten being at this time in fa- 
vour with the Queen anda great Enemy to this 
FaCtion, it was thought fit he fhould be remov'd, 
which one Berchet undertakes to do upon this Opi- 
nion, That it was lawful to affaffinate any man that 
oppofed the Gofpel: And accordingly meeting Haw- 
kins, the great Sea-Captain, in the Street, miftaking 
him for Sir Chri(topber, he fiab’d him defperately 
with hisPonyard, for which he was fent to the 
Tower; but the wound not proving mortal, he 
might have had his Life, if he would have ab- 
jur'd his damnable Opinions, which he at firft 
pretended to do, but hoping to get away, he mur- 
ther’d one of his Keepers, intending the like alfo 
to his fellow, if he had not happily efcaped it. For 
which Faét he was arraigned and condemned at 
Weftminfter on the morrow after; and the next 
day he was hanged up in the very place where he 
wounded Hawkins, his right-hand being firft cut 
off, and nailed to the Gibbet. = 
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